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Over the years, I got to know very
well Juanita Mitchell, an extraor-
dinary family, an extraordinary family
whose matriarch, Ms. Jackson, was an
extraordinary leader in her own right.

Parren J. Mitchell was my friend. In
1981, many years after I met the Mitch-
ell family for the first time, I ran for
Congress. Juanita Mitchell and Parren
Mitchell and Clarence Mitchell, III,
were very helpful to me in that cam-
paign. I represented a large African
American population. They have al-
ways been very supportive of me and I
of them. Parren Mitchell did a radio ad
for me during the course of that cam-
paign urging all in Prince George’s
County to elect me. That was a signifi-
cant help, in my opinion, to my elec-
tion.

He has been succeeded when he de-
cided voluntarily to leave the Congress
by two extraordinary representatives.
One was Kweisi Mfume, who spoke at
the funeral today; and the other was
my colleague and my friend, the imme-
diate past chairman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus which was founded
by Parren J. Mitchell with Lou Stokes
and others.

EL1IJAH CUMMINGS spoke. He spoke
powerfully and eloquently about the
relationship that he throughout his life
had with the Mitchell family and the
impact that they made on him as an
individual. The Mitchell family and
Parren J. Mitchell in particular were
extraordinary servants of the people, of
our democracy, of our country.

When Parren J. Mitchell was sworn
in as the first African American to rep-
resent the people of Maryland in Con-
gress, he joined this institution at a
landmark moment for equality in
America. It was 1971. The Voting
Rights Act of 1963 and the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and 1968 had already been
signed into law. African Americans
were making strides that once seem
unimaginable; and the assassinations
of leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Malcolm X and Robert Kennedy
raised questions as to what the future
of the civil rights movement would be.

Parren Mitchell. Parren Mitchell, a
man who took it upon himself to not
only protect the legacy of the civil
rights pioneers who had come before
but to build upon the progress that
made it possible for him to come to
Washington in the first place.

Rather than be satisfied with how far
the struggle for freedom and equality
had come in recent years, Parren took
responsibility for moving America even
further, dedicating his life to ensuring
that American society reflected the
values and the principles for which this
great country stands.

Parren was a founding member, as I
have said, of the Congressional Black
Caucus, a body that has transformed
the way we approach issues of social
and economic justice through an un-
derstanding that unity is the key to
lasting change here in the TUnited
States.

Parren fought for fairness in Amer-
ican workplaces and institutions of
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higher learning as a staunch advocate
of affirmative action programs that
opened the doors of opportunity to
thousands of minorities. As the Speak-
er said today in her remarks, he was
not only committed to equality but un-
derstood that equity, particularly own-
ership in our society, a piece of the pie,
was absolutely essential as well.

Parren helped to enhance the for-
tunes of America’s minority business
community by introducing legislation
ensuring that minority owned business
enterprises have a fair shot at Federal
contracts, a provision we see mirrored
in local and State government con-
tracting practices all over our Nation
today because of the leadership and
commitment of Parren Mitchell.

Parren’s life was one of historic
firsts, from the first African American
congressman from Maryland to the
first African American to receive a de-
gree from my alma mater, the Univer-
sity of Maryland.

His life was also one of service, serv-
ing his country proudly and honorably
as an officer in the 92nd Infantry Divi-
sion during World War II and serving
the people of Baltimore and our Nation
as a man who would never give up
fighting for what he knew to be right
and just.

Coretta Scott King once said that
struggle is a never-ending process, and
freedom never really won; you earn it
and win it in every generation.

We are all profoundly fortunate that
a leader like Parren Mitchell was here
to carry the torch of human progress
that was passed down to his genera-
tion, and we all are profoundly grateful
for his contribution to expanding the
reach of civil rights and equal oppor-
tunity in America.

Mr. Speaker, as we commemorate the
life of Parren J. Mitchell, I would like
to offer my sincere condolences to his
family and loved ones and many
friends, to express my deep gratitude
for his years of service to this House,
the State of Maryland and this great
country.

Parren J. Mitchell was short in stat-
ure, but he was a giant of a man. He
stood tall. He stood with courage, he
stood with commitment, and he stood
with conviction for the rights of all
Americans, not just those who were Af-
rican Americans but of all Americans,
irrespective of who they are, what they
were, where they came from, how they
worshipped. He knew that equality for
one was absolutely essential if there
was to be equality for all. America was
blessed by the service of Parren J.
Mitchell.

Today we heard of the love, the re-
spect, and the honor with which he was
held by his community. I am proud to
join Speaker PELOSI from his beloved
city of Baltimore; ELIJAH CUMMINGS
who represents that city so well today
and that district that Parren rep-
resented. He would be so proud, ELIJAH,
of the representation you give to the
Tth Congressional District. And to
JOHN SARBANES whose father served
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shoulder to shoulder with Parren
Mitchell in this House from 1971 to
1976. He would be so proud of you,
JOHN, and the role you play in rep-
resenting that great city.

I was blessed, Mr. Speaker, to serve
with Parren Mitchell for the time that
he served and I served together. I
learned from him. I am better because
of him, and I miss him deeply.

——
O 2100

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
PARREN J. MITCHELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, it
gives me great honor this evening to
talk about my good friend and mentor,
former Congressman Parren Mitchell.

I said today at his memorial service
that Parren Mitchell was without a
doubt a man of great humility. He was
a mentor of mine; and many, many
years ago we came in contact with
each other. One of the things that he
made clear was that being in elected
office is not about seeking to be a ce-
lebrity. It must be about service. He
was one who made it his business to
serve his constituents to the nth de-
gree.

If you were to ride around the Tth
Congressional District, much of which
is in the inner city of Baltimore, you
would hear people, from presidents of
corporations to the folks working in
the markets to the bank tellers, call
him PJ. They called him PJ not out of
disrespect. They called him PJ because
of their love for him and because of his
humble spirit.

It was not unusual for Parren Mitch-
ell to show up at a church or show up
at a funeral or show up at somebody’s
Eagle Scout ceremony. He was the kind
of guy who spent his lifetime trying to
lift up other people.

The interesting thing, too, is that he
did something for African American
young people that very few have been
able to do. When he ran for office in
1968, he lost by about 5,000 votes. Now,
in many instances, if somebody got a
total of 15,000 votes, which he did, and
lost by 5,000, which he did, they would
give up.

Two years later, Parren Mitchell
came back and in 1970 was elected by a
tremendous landslide margin of 38
votes, and that was so significant for
us because back then I was in high
school, and it showed me that an Afri-
can American could be elected to the
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica.

In other words, what Parren Mitchell
showed us was what we thought to be
impossible was possible, and since that
time we have seen Kweisi Mfume come
to this body, and yours truly, and
we’ve seen African American Congress-
men from all over this country, and I
would venture to say that he had a tre-
mendous impact on others, in the His-
panic community and women and
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many others, who may have thought at
one time it was almost impossible to
come here.

And so we pay tribute to this great
man. His record is clear: a staunch ad-
vocate for small business; a staunch
advocate for those who have been left
out; a staunch advocate for making
sure that civil rights are adhered to.

And finally, let me say this, Mr.
Speaker, as I summarize Parren’s life
in a written piece for the Afro-Amer-
ican newspaper, Parren Mitchell was
one who built bridges to opportunities
and tore down walls which caused peo-
ple not to be included in this society.

———
COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF CONGRESSMAN

PARREN J. MITCHELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DONNELLY). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. SARBANES) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join others in commemorating
the life and legacy of Congressman
Parren J. Mitchell. Growing up in Bal-
timore, I came to understand the tre-
mendous positive impact this great
man had on my community, the State
of Maryland and indeed this country.

The first African American Congress-
man from my State, Parren Mitchell
fought against racism at every turn,
but he fought on other fronts as well,
wherever he saw injustice, and inhu-
manity. At his memorial service ear-
lier today in Baltimore, we heard again
and again of a man unafraid to speak
truth to power.

I would like to share my own per-
sonal story of how I felt the presence of
this man.

Some years ago, Congressman Mitch-
ell was honored at the 15th anniversary
of the Public Justice Center, an organi-
zation committed to building systemic
change in our society.

It was an easy choice to salute Con-
gressman Mitchell, but it was not easy
for him to attend the event. He was by
then quite frail, and as he was helped
to the stage to receive the honor, I re-
member wondering whether he would
have the energy to speak.

I needn’t have worried. A steady and
resonant voice filled the hall, and from
this slightly built man, at that point in
his life no longer able to stand up,
came simple and powerful words of
gratitude and inspiration.

He spoke at length and without hesi-
tation about his core principles of hon-
esty, justice and compassion. It was,
Mr. Speaker, a tour de force. I can only
imagine what that voice was like when
it held forth in this Chamber and car-
ried the day on so many critical issues.

Something else happened that night
that is worth relating. After Congress-
man Mitchell finished speaking, the or-
ganization honored a young man from
the community who had struggled and
succeeded in overcoming unfair labor
practices in his industry. That young
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man, looking out on a crowd of 500 peo-
ple, said this: “We need to make sure
that the big corporations pay the little
guy for the hard work.”

I looked at Congressman Mitchell,
and I saw a smile creeping across his
face. It was truth to power at its very
best, all that Parren Mitchell had ever
stood for.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to salute
this fine American and great son of
Baltimore.

———
TERMS OF SURRENDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the United
States is being invaded by millions of
people from many countries through-
out the world.

The invasion has taken place by land,
sea and air. The rulers of some of those
Nations have encouraged the invasion,
by words and other methods such as
providing tactical maps as to how to il-
legally enter the United States.

The people coming here want what
the United States has. Some claim the
land in the Southwest actually belongs
to their native country and are re-
taking it. Some here are to commit
lawless acts, but most are here as occu-
piers that have intentions of living
here and reaping the benefits of the
United States. No matter the reason,
they are all here illegally. It is an inva-
sion when masses of people move to
someone else’s country without per-
mission.

So, we have been invaded by people
from other Nations. So what do we do?
Some want the invasion to stop. I am
one of those. Some in the United
States want the invasion to continue.
And some here in the United States are
indifferent.

But what about our government? Is it
fighting to protect our sovereignty?
Well, no. Rather than protect the
United States border, the United
States Federal Government is raising
the white flag and has already drawn
up terms of surrender. It is called the
“Grand Bargain.” It’s a plan to allow
the illegal occupiers to just stay in
America. The United States Govern-
ment appears to take the position that
it cannot stop the invasion so it will
just legalize the invasion. So the occu-
piers will win the day and they will get
to stay.

The propaganda machine of our gov-
ernment is trying to convince Ameri-
cans that this proposal is not amnesty.
The idea is to change the meaning of
the word ‘“‘amnesty.” Sort of a new
take on what definition of ‘‘is’’ is. The
political propaganda people are trying
to convince Americans it is better to
surrender to the occupiers than to pre-
vent illegals from coming across our
borders, but it’s still amnesty.

Even though I was a judge in Texas
for over 20 years, you don’t have to
have a law degree to know that am-
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nesty means forgiveness or pardon. To
give you an example, if somebody tres-
passes on your land or is a squatter on
your land, as some people call it, if
that person is caught and they pay a
fine but they get to remain on your
property, it’s still trespassing, and if
they get to remain on your property,
even paying a fee, it is amnesty.

Trespassers are required to leave
when caught, no matter how long they
have been trespassing on somebody
else’s property. This has been the law
of nations for thousands of years. But
our government’s going to legalize
trespassing and let squatters stay
whether Americans and legal immi-
grants like it or not.

Make no mistake. This plan, or trea-
ty of capitulation, lets the illegal occu-
piers stay here. It’s cold hard amnesty.
The Feds have their priorities wrong.

When a Nation is invaded, the duty of
government is to stop the invasion.
That is the first duty of our govern-
ment, to defend, protect and secure the
Nation. We protect the borders of other
nations, but we don’t protect our own.
Our government has not protected the
border but talks about legalizing the
illegals. In other words, agree to the
invasion and give in to the demands of
the occupiers. And this is absurd. This
is surrender.

The first answer to an invasion is to
defend the land, seal the border. Stop
the people from coming here and don’t
give in to them. Simply stop the inva-
sion.

It’s in the best interest of America
that the government realizes there’s a
border war going on, and rather than
surrender the government needs to get
on the right side of the border war, the
American side, and stop the invasion.
Secure the border, then decide what to
do with the people that are here ille-
gally. But if the border’s not protected,
more occupiers will continue to come
here illegally, and our government will
continue to be missing in action.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
there is hardly anyone asking the right
question at this time, and it is whether
the U.S. involvement in Iraq will end
as it did in Vietnam or last forever as
it has in Korea. Last week, the Presi-
dent declared his intention to keep
America in Iraq forever. That’s a sure
sign the President’s been talking to the
Vice President again.

Iraq looks nothing like Korea did in
1952. There is no DMZ and no 38th par-
allel separating the opposing forces. In
Iraq, the war is everywhere. In Korea,
the DMZ is one of South Korea’s most
popular tourist destinations, with
buses hauling people back and forth.
It’s so popular you have to book the
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